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SPECIAL PLANTS SEEDS

May 2008
£1.50/packet, plus £1 postage per order (£1.50 to Europe, £2.50 elsewhere)

Minimum order three packets.

Please send credit card details, (or make limited cheque out to Derry Watkins)

and send to

Special Plants, Greenways Lane, Cold Ashton, Chippenham Wilts UK  SN14 8LA

Send e-mail address or stamped self addressed envelope for next seedlist

Plant catalogue and illustrated seedlist available on our website: www.specialplants.net

Or send stamped A5 sae for printed seedlist with photos

Or send 5 x 1st class stamps for printed catalogue of both plants and seeds

*–  Seeds marked with a * may germinate immediately if sown fresh, but generally need cold to germinate. Sow immediately and if they do not germinate, overwinter outdoors and they should germinate in spring (sensible strategy for most plants).  Or to speed up the process, soak seed overnight, mix with damp vermiculite, put in covered jar and keep at room temperature for one month, then in fridge for 4-6 weeks, then sow as usual.
x –  means an interspecific cross, that is a cross between two closely related species, these are often, but not always sterile, and may or may not come true to the parent.  I only list those I think will germinate and come fairly true. 

ex – means seed comes from a named variety (in single quotes) which can only be called by this name when propagated vegetatively, ie by cuttings or division.  Its seedlings may or may not be similar to the parents but should not strictly speaking be called by the same name even when they appear to be identical.  Named varieties which are normally seed raised do not have an ex and their seedlings can be called by the varietal name.

AGM – The Royal Horticultural Society's Award of Garden Merit is awarded to plants of outstanding merit that pass the following criteria: Excellent for garden use; Good constitution; Not particularly susceptible to pests and diseases; Does not require specialist care other than the provision of appropriate growing conditions.

There are usually 20 seeds or more in a packet unless specified otherwise.  Rare, difficult to collect or very large seeds may have smaller numbers.
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I.      Seeds which were new in autumn 2007 

  

     or spring 2008
Acacia baileyana Purpurea  (ready, finally arrived April 15!)

Fine blue-grey foliage, flushed purple, yellow mimosa flowers Feb,  Small tree, borderline hardy, sun, drainage  15ft  

Agapanthus inapertus

Big cluster of deep purple to navy blue drooping narrow bells on stout stem.  Hardy, sun  40”

Agastache cana ‘Purple Pygmy’


Brilliant red-purple flowers on compact plants.  Aromatic minty leaves.  Hardy if suuny & well- drained. 16”  Sow spring

Allium flavum ssp. tauricum


Late blooming small Alliums in soft orange, pink or cream.  Nodding bells with long stamens surround the pearly buds, thin blue leaves 7”

Ammi majus


Fine white cowparsley flowers, fine green foliage.  Hardy annual, self sows    30"

Aristea major


Dense spikes of deep blue flowers  above evergreen sword-like leaves. Borderline hardy, likes sun  4-5ft
Astelia chathamica


Big bold silver foliage, each ribbed leaf 3”-4” across and 36” long,.  Borderline hardy, better in light shade (very unusual for a silver-leaved plant)  36”

Borago pygmaea (syn. B. laxiflora)  



Sky blue little bells all summer on prickly foliage.  Hardy, sun or light shade, self sows.  12”.  

Bromus sterilis ‘Chinese Brushstrokes’


Elegant nodding black seedheads like brushstrokes, very slender stems.  Boring plant, fabulous dried.  Annual grass, may self sow  15””

Campanula persicifolia ‘Takion Alba’


NEW F1 hybrid peach-leaved Campanula, basal branching, short and floriferous.  Clear white 1” wide open bells on sturdy stems.  Sun, light shade. Hardy, easy, 18”. 10 pelleted seed
Canna indica scarlet form  


Indian Shot. Wild collected in Costa Rica, probably green leaves and small spidery red flowers. 4-6ft. Will flower first year from seed, after that save tubers of best forms.  10 seeds

Canna indica yellow form   Same in yellow
Canna warscewiczii (syn. C. warszewiczii)


Deep purple flushed leaves, dark stems, small bright red flowers  4-6ft  . Flowers first year, then save tubers of best forms.  Chip (nick) seed and soak overnight, keep warm. 10 seeds

Cardiocrinum giganteum 


Giant Himalayan Lily.  Up to 20 big fragrant white lilies on stout 6ft stem. 6 years to flower! Protect from slugs   6-8ft
Chionochloa rubra


Shimmering ever-bronze fountain.  Catches the light.  My favourite year round grass  3ft x 3ft glittering mound, needs room to move.
Echium russicum

Deep burgundy vertical spikes bristle with stamens midsummer.  Biennial or 3-4 years. Likes sun and drainage. Sow spring  30”

Euphorbia stygiana


Handsome prostrate evergreen shrub, waxy dark leaves with pale midrib,  some leaves coral red in winter.  sunny sheltered site  2ft x 4ft

Impatiens namchabarwensis 

- I can’t believe it, I just found these misfiled as scabrida, so we have them again!  
Rare blue buzy lizzie, discovered in Tibet in 2003!  Hardy?   12” (5 seeds)

Impatiens scabrida

Rare wild Buzy Lizzie.  Big pale yellow flowers.  Annual, easy from seed or cuttings  24 
Indigofera heterantha AGM 

Graceful arching stems of fine grey-green leaves, masses of small purple-pink pea flowers all summer.  Hardy, likes sun  5ft

Kitaibela vitifolia  

Fast growing mallow-like shrub. Green calyx peeps out between fringed white petals in wide open cup.  Hardy, 6ft, sun, easy   
Lathyrus nervosus


Lord Anson's Blue Pea.  Rare grey-blue pea with leathery glaucous leaves.  5-10ft, needs sheltered site.  Perennial.  Scratch seedcoat and soak overnight before sowing.  Tricky
Libertia peregrinans
Orange flushed evergreen leaves, little white flowers in summer.  Likes sun, books say dry, but I think damp.  Spreads slowly  15”

Libertia procera


3-petalled white flowers (bigger than L. grandiflora) on long arching stems above evergreen grassy leaves  36”

Lepechinia chaemaedryoides


Pale blue salvia-like flowers, small crinkled aromatic leaves.  Borderline hardy evergreen, upright shrub, sun and good drainage     4ft

Linaria purpurea deep rose


Slender spires of tiny deep pink flowers, small leaves. Self sows, some may be purple, some pale pink.  Hardy  36"

Mandevilla laxa

Beautiful fragrant white 3” flowers, evergreen climber for S wall or conservatory.  BH  12ft

Mertensia pterocarpa (syn. Mertensia sibirica)


Hosta-like glaucous foliage.  Clear blue forgetmenot-like flowers. Likes sun & good drainage.  8”

Michauxia tchihatchewii



Stupendously beautiful biennial.  Very reflexed 3" white petals fly back from exerted 2" white stamens.  Hardy but hard to grow.  Sun & drainage, 4-5 ft

Papaver rhoeas 'Mother of Coral'


Subtle pastel coral poppies sometimes slightly double. Hardy annual, self sows, likes sun.  Sow in situ early spring. 24"

Pennisetum villosum


Long white open feathery panicles July-Sept.  Fairly hardy perennial, can grow as an annual, likes sun & drainage  24”

Persicaria polymorpha

Big creamy-white panicles of flower Jun-Oct, turning pink in autumn.  Does not run or seed.  Herbaceous, 6ft.  Sow now, keep cold

Salvia miltiorrhiza


Purple-flushed crinkled leaves and blue-purple flowers.  Fairly hardy with good drainage, likes sun, not bone dry in summer  24”
Scabiosa Derry’s Black (‘Chile Black’ x ‘Ace of Spades’?)


Big purple-black pincushion flowers with tiny white flecks.  Blooms 1st year from seed.  Annual/short-lived perennial, borderline hardy, sun. 36”

Stipa tenuissima ‘Wind Whispers’ 

Long silvery flowerheads flow horizontally above silky soft green grass, shimmering in the breeze.  Hardy, likes sun & drainage  36”

Sutherlandia frutescens    back again

Balloon Pea.  36”.  Bright red flared pea flowers, big inlated seed pods.  Fine leaves, white stems.  Borderline hardy shrub for sunny dry wall.

Thalictrum lucidum


Pale lemon fluffy slightly fragrant flowerheads in July.  Shiny fern-like leaves on upright self-supporting stems.  Sun or light shade.  4ft

Tigridia pavonia white


Peacock Flower.  Gorgeous big pure white exotic-looking flowers, three broad petals around central bowl.  Flowers all summer, though each flower lasts only one day.  Half hardy bulb, dig up corms or sow seed annually.  Likes sun & good drainage 18”

Tithonia ‘Red Torch’
Brilliant red-orange 3” daisies on sturdy 4ft plants.  Just like T. rotundifolia but shorter. Annual, likes sun.

II.  Short-lived seeds which need to be sown                   immediately, and kept cold for 6 weeks
Two for one now as Apr is a bit late, not sure how many will germinate.   Try mixing seed with damp vermiculite and put in glass jar with lid on in the fridgte for 6 weeks, then sprinkle seed and vermiculite on your favourite sowing medium. And put outside.  You are trying to trick theminto thinking winter has come and gone and now it is spring.
Anthriscus 'Ravens Wing'  *

Black Cow Parsley  24”. Fine white flowers above lacy dark leaves.    Discard green seedlings 

Astrantia maxima AGM *


Large pale pink flowers surrounded by star-shaped pink bracts.  30”, prefers dark to germinate.  

Bupleurum longifolium  *


Subtle shades of purple, brown and gold, like clusters of little Astrantias.  Hardy perennial, likes sun & dry. Self sows gently. 20".  

Chaerophyllum hirsutum 'Roseum'   *            
Like pink Cow Parsley.  24” Graceful, easy, blooms late spring, light shade

Eryngium giganteum ‘Silver Ghost’ AGM  *


Larger, more silvery Miss Willmott's Ghost, biennial Sea Holly. Pale leaves & flowers in large silvery bracts. Likes sun & drainage, sows itself.  36"

Melanoselinum decipiens  (sow now, but leave in coldframe or cold greenhouse over winter)

Black Parsley.  Bright lime-green divided leaves on a woody stem.  After a few year erupts into 3ft  flowerhead up to 8ft tall!  Can be monocarpic..

Molopospermum peloponnesiacum *


Big beautiful finely cut leaves, platters of white flowers, handsome umbel, good soil, 36” 

Myrrrhis odorata *


Sweet Cicely.  Like a larger later Cow Parsley.  Aniseed flavoured leaves and stems sweeten fruit dishes.  Hardy herbaceous 4ft

Pimpinella major 'Rosea'  * 


Deep pink umbels of small flowers.  Easy, blooms June, sun or light shade, 40”.  Fresh seed, sow immediately, keep warm (room temperature), grow cool when germinates.

Umbel, Ligusticum lucidum ssp lucidum? *


Collected in the mountains of Spain.  Hardy for me.  Makes a 36" hemisphere of white Cow Parsley flowers. Very fine leaves.  Monocarpic.  .

III.  Seeds to sow now and keep cold for 6 weeks
Aquilegias

Digitalis 
Geranium 
Mertensia 
Omphalodes 

Pulsatilla 
IV.    Current Seed List May 2008
Seed marked in bold is new since January 2007 

Acacia baileyana Purpurea  has finally arrived!

Fine blue-grey foliage, flushed purple, yellow mimosa flowers Feb,  Small tree, borderline hardy, sun, drainage  15ft  

Achillea millefolium ‘Cassis’


Darkest wine red flat-topped flowerheads.  Hardy, sun & drainage  24”

Adlumia fungosa


Climbing Fumitory.  Hardy biennial climber. Up to 30 feet(!) of swags of pale pink lockets among ferny foliage.  Likes shade and protection from wind.  Easy.

Aethionema pulchellum  AGM


Pale pink flowers in round tight-packed heads May-June. Semi-evergreen glaucous leaves. Compact 6 - 8".  Hardy, needs sun and good drainage 

Agapanthus ex dark blue Headbourne hybrids


Hardy Lily of the Nile.  Seed of dark blue shorter Headbourne hybrid plants (20”). Needs sun and good drainage.  Herbaceous.

Agapanthus inapertus

Big cluster of deep purple to navy blue drooping narrow bells on stout stem.  Hardy, sun  40”

Agastache astromontana


Compact rosy pink spikes of flowers above sweetly scented leaves.  Hardy, likes sun and drainage  24”  

Agastache ex ‘Painted Lady’


Tall spikes of large pinky-coral flowers, seedlings various but nice, all have fragrant minty-liquorice leaves.  Tender, likes sun and drainage.

Agastache cana ‘Purple Pygmy’


Brilliant red-purple flowers on compact plants.  Aromatic minty leaves.  Hardy if suuny & well- drained. 16”  Sow spring

Agastache rupestris


Coral flowers on bushy 20" plant. Fragrant leaves.  Fairly hardy, sun and drainage.  Sow thinly, barely cover seed.  Keep warm (20oC) till germinated, then cooler.

Agastache urticifolia


Sturdy 5" purple candles over coarse but fragrant minty-liquorice leaves.  Hardy, likes sun and drainage.  24”

Agastache urticifolia 'Alba'


Same but white
Ageratum corymbosum

Extraordinary 4-6ft! giant Ageratum.   Big velvety dark leaves, luminous pale purple fluffy flowers. Tender shrub, tolerates some frost 

Agrostemma ‘Ocean Pearl’  


Beautiful white corn cockle, hardy annual  36”

Agrostis nebulosa ‘Fibre Optics’


Flowerheads open into translucent sprays tipped with tiny glittering blobs.  Good cut flower, blooms all summer.  Annual, sun & drainage  18”

Alcea rosea nigra  


Black Hollyhock. Big shining black wide open flowers on sturdy 6ft stems. Perennial but best replaced frequently to limit rust

Allium cristophii  AGM  (syn. A. albopilosum) *


Perfect 8” sphere of shining lavender stars on 15" stem.  Long-lasting wonderful seedhead.  Sun & drainage.  

Allium flavum ssp. tauricum


Late blooming small Alliums in soft orange, pink or cream.  Nodding bells with long stamens surround the pearly buds, thin blue leaves 7”

Allium schubertii *


Extraordinary sphere of lavender flowers exploding from the centre outwards.  One of best seedheads for drying.  Needs sun and good drainage.   15”.  Sow seed fresh, overwinter outdoors, germinates in spring.  
Allium senescens montanum

 
Twisted grey-green leaves spiral round pale pink flower heads.  Rockery plant, hardy, likes sun & drainage  6"

Allium sphaerocephalon  *


Dense shiny red-purple egg-shaped flowerheads July, last Allium to bloom,likes sun  30”  

Allium tuberosum


Garlic Chives.  Broader flatter leaves than chives,  white flowers.  Good flavour.  Hardy perennial, likes sun.  15”

Alonsoa 'Bright Spark'



Long stems of small flowers with bright orange reflexed petals around yellow exerted anthers.  Easy, likes sun, treat as annual,  30"

Alonsoa 'Peachy-Keen’


Myriad flat-faced pale peachy-pink flowers on dark stems all summer.  Borderline hardy, can treat as annual, self sows.  15”   

Alonsoa 'Pink Beauty'


Myriad flat-faced soft pink flowers all summer.  Tender, can treat as annual, self sows.  15”   

Althaea cannabina 


Tall willowy stems of small pale pink mallow flowers with dark eyes in late summer and autumn.  A sight to behold in October.  Best grown through other shrubs.  7ft.

Amaranthus hypochondriacus 'Pygmy Torch' AGM


Worth growing for its name alone!  Dark purple leaves, short fat plumes of dusky red flowers.  Annual, 6"

Ammi majus


Fine white cowparsley flowers, fine green foliage.  Hardy annual, self sows    30"

Ammi visnaga


Like giant cow parsley with very fine dill-like leaves. Excellent cut flower, 4ft, annual,  self sows

Amsonia tabernaemontana


Pale blue stars on graceful stems in early summer.  Yellow autumn colour.  Likes sun   24”.  

Anagallis monellii 'Blue Light'
Blue Pimpernel.  Tender perennial often grown as annual. Likes sun.  Easy, sow early spring. 10"

Anemone hupehensis ssp. hupehensis alba


Most beautiful Japanese Anemone I know, originally wild collected.  Pure white very round flower with purple-flushed reverse.  36”.  Sow fresh, if does not germinate in 3 months, give a two month cold period, then warm again.  May be easiest to just leave outside for winter.

Anemone lesseri - red form  


Small deep red flowers over finely divided foliage.   15”.  Hardy, sun or light shade,  Most will have red flowers.  Prefers to germinate in the dark.

Anemone multifida ‘Major’   (I had misnamed this as A. canadensis)


Pale buttermilk yellow flowers above neat rounded  clump of dark foliage, early blooming hardy herbaceous perennial, sun or shade. Prefers to germinate in the dark.

Anemone virginiana  *


Small white single flowers July-Sept, then fluffy seedheads. Easy hardy perennial, tolerates shade,  will naturalize, 30”  Sow fresh, if does not germinate in 3 months, give a two month cold period, then warm again.  May be easiest to just leave outside for winter.

Angelica acutiloba  *


Lacy white umbels like fireworks, shiny pointed leaves, perennial if not allowed to seed  18”

Angelica 'Summer Delight'  * (actually Ligusticum scoticum)

White flowers over attractive lobed leaves.  Easy, self sows, hardy biennial.  18". 

Anomotheca laxa AGM


Easy-going iris relative.  Sprays of little red flowers.  Fans of 5" leaves.  Self sows in sunny well-drained site.

Anomotheca laxa 'Alba' AGM


Easy-going iris relative.  Sprays of white flowers sometimes with red blotch.  Fans of 5" leaves.  self sows in sunny well-drained site.

Anthriscus 'Ravens Wing'  * 


Black Cow Parsley  24”. Fine white flowers above lacy dark leaves.  Sow fresh, rinse seed, overwinter outdoors.  Discard green seedlings. Sow immediately and keep cold.

Anthyllis barba-jovis


Fine very silver leaves on small shrub.  White clover flowers in spring.  Needs sun and very good drainage.  30”

Anthyllis vulneraria Dark Red


Flat mat of interesting leaves, very dark red clover flowers May – July.  Hardy herbaceous perennial, easy, likes sun

Antirrhinum 'Black Prince' (I had misnamed as A. 'Dark Star')


Dark leaves and dark red flowers, 18". Perennial if not prolonged frost. Easy 

Antirrhinum 'Night & Day'



White-throated dark red flowers, dark leaves.  Sport of A. 'Black Prince'  18". Perennial if not prolonged frost. Easy

Aquilegia ‘Black Barlow’


Very double purple-black granny's bonnets (like Nora Barlow but all one colour).  Seeds true if isolated. Sow summer to bloom following spring. Grow cool.  24”

Aquilegia ‘Blue Barlow’


Very double deep blue granny's bonnets (like Nora Barlow but all one colour).  Seeds true if isolated. Sow summer to bloom following spring. Grow cool.  24”

Aquilegia canadensis AGM


Scarlet and yellow long-spurred  granny's bonnets.  Seeds true if isolated. Sow summer to bloom following spring. Appears to be biennial. Grow cool.  20”

Aquilegia clematiflora 'Alba'


Large pure white granny's bonnets  with no spurs.  Flowers look like Clematis. Easy in sun or shade. Seeds true if isolated.  30"

Aquilegia 'Magpie' (syn. 'William Guiness')

Black and white granny's bonnets.  Seeds true if isolated. Sow summer to bloom following spring. Grow cool.  

Aquilegia 'Munstead White' (=A. vulgaris Nivea)  


Wide-petalled short-spurred white flowers tipped with green.  Seeds true.  18”

Aquilegia skinneri ‘Tequila Sunrise’


Big coral red flower with gold corolla.  Hardy  30”.  Sow spring or autumn.  Flowers first year.

Aquilegia viridiflora


Chocolate Soldiers. Fragrant, subtle green and brown flowers, elegant  12”.  

Aristea major


Dense spikes of deep blue flowers  above evergreen sword-like leaves. Borderline hardy, likes sun  4-5ft
Armeria alliaceae



Compact pale pink thrift with slightly wider leaves.  Blooms almost all year round.  Hardy, likes sun and drainage  10"

Armeria euscadensis


Giant flowered pale pink thrift with slightly wider leaves.  Hardy, likes sun and drainage  15"

Aronia melanocarpa


Black Chokecherry. White flowers, edible black berries, good autumn colour, deciduous shrub6ft

Arthropodium cirratum  -Matapouri Bay form-


Sprays of nodding white stars on wiry stems above broad evergreen strap-shaped leaves.  Sun or shade, wet or dry.  Tender, quick & easy from seed  20”

Asperula aristata ssp scabra


Fine mist of white flowers on low mound of tiny leaves July-August, like tiny Gypsophila  3” x 9”

Asphodelus albus   *


Narrow leaves on tall stems.  White stars with pinky brown veins.  Seeds like green, then black, marbles. Likes sun & drainage.  Unusual.  3ft

Astrantia maxima AGM *


Large pale pink flowers surrounded by star-shaped pink bracts.  30”. Sun or light shade.  Sow fresh, grow cool leave outside over winter, prefers dark for germination.  

Athamanta turbith


Finest bright green feathery foliage, topped with dense white umbels on branching stems.  Hardy perennial, likes sun and drainage  12”

Atriplex hortensis Rubra


Purple Orache  36”. Easy annual with purple leaves and stems. Edible leaves. Likes sun, not too dry. Sows itself.

Baptisia australis  AGM


Graceful sprays of dark blue pea flowers over handsome lobed leaves.  Hardy, likes sun and drainage, 3ft.  Soak seed till swells, don’t scarify.

Berkheya purpurea


Large grey-purple daisies over rosette of spiny leaves.  Fairly hardy, needs sun & drainage  18"

Beta 'Bull's Blood'


Stunning ornamental beetroot.  Deepest red shining undulating leaves, best late summer and autumn.  Grow as annual, sow mid April on, easy 

Boenninghausenia albiflora


Delicate white flowers ferny aromatic leaves. Exquisite small shrub.  Sun or light shade, good drainage. Ok on chalk. 24”

Boltonia asteroides


Upright plants with narrow blue-green leaves and little white daisies in late summer.  Good cut flower.  Sow autumn, keep cool  6ft

Borago pygmaea (syn. B. laxiflora)  



Sky blue little bells all summer on prickly foliage.  Hardy, sun or light shade, self sows.  12”.  

Bromus sterilis ‘Chinese Brushstrokes’


Elegant nodding black seedheads like brushstrokes, very slender stems.  Boring plant, fabulous dried.  Annual grass, may self sow  15”
Browallia sp from Sikkim


NEW,  Small intense deep purp;e-blue flowers. Tender annual.  Likes sun  24”

Bupleurum longifolium  *


Subtle shades of purple, brown and gold, like clusters of little Astrantias.  Hardy perennial, likes sun & dry. Self sows gently. 20".  Sow fresh, leave outside

Calamintha nepeta 'White Cloud' 


Delicate sprays of tiny white flowers above very minty aromatic small leaves.  Hardy, likes sun & drainage  long-blooming.  15"

Calendula ‘Touch of Red’


Creamy daisies tipped with red flush.  Easy annual.  30”

Caltha palustrus ‘Alba’


Round white flowers on glossy leaves.  Compact early-blooming, likes damp sun.  12”.

Campanula incurva 



Big upturned goblet-shaped ice blue flowers on prostrate plant.  Hardy biennial, 5" x 20", self sows in old walls 

Campanula makaschvilii

Flaring white down-turned bells flushed pink.  Hardy herbaceous  18”

Campanula ochroleuca 


Creamy white downward pointing 1½” bells.  Greyish slightly furry leaves. Hardy perennial, 24”

Campanula persicifolia Alba


White Peach-leaved Campanula.  Clean white open bells on narrow stems.  Sun or light shade.  Hardy easy, self sows some.  30”.

Campanula persicifolia ‘Takion Alba’


NEW F1 hybrid peach-leaved Campanula, basal branching, short and floriferous.  Clear white 1” wide open bells on sturdy stems.  Sun or light shade.  Hardy, easy, sow autumn to bloom following spring/summer.  18”. 10 pelleted seed
Campanula punctata  


Large drooping white bells spotted red inside hung in profusion. Hardy perennial, blooms June, sun or light shade.  30"

Campanula pyramidalis


Blue Chimney Bellflower  Spectacular biennial.  Many stems up to 10ft tall of open blue {or occasionally white) flowers. Likes sun and good soil. 

Campanula pyramidalis Alba


White Chimney Bellflower.  Spectacular biennial.  Many stems up to 10ft tall of open white flowers. Likes sun and good soil. 

Campanula takesimana  


Large drooping white bells spotted red inside hung in profusion. Hardy perennial, blooms July, sun or light shade.  30"

Campanula vidallii (syn Azorina vidallii)


Shiny evergreen leaves on stout trunk.  24”.  Spectacular waxy pink bells.  Frostfree, good ventilation, avoid winter wet.

Canna indica scarlet form  


Indian Shot. (you will why when you open the seed packet). Wild collected in Costa Rica, probably green leaves and small spidery red flowers. 4-6ft. Flowers first year from seed, after that save tubers of best forms.  Chip (nick) seed and soak overnight, keep warm. 10 seeds

Canna indica yellow form 


Same in yellow
Canna warscewiczii (syn. C. warszewiczii)


Deep purple flushed leaves, dark stems, small bright red flowers  4-6ft  . Will flower first year from seed, after that save tubers of best forms.  Chip (nick) seed and soak overnight, keep warm. 10 seeds

Cardiocrinum giganteum 


Giant Himalayan Lily.  Up to 20 big fragrant white lilies on stout 6ft stem. 6 years to flower! Protect from slugs   6-8ft
Cardoon (Cynara cardunculus)


7ft ornamental artichoke. Big  grey leaves, purple thistle flowers, edible young shoots. Architectural, hardy perennial, easy, likes sun

Carex flagellifera


Shining reddish brown grass-like evergreen leaves.  Handsome flowing 3ft clump. Sun or light shade, not too dry.

Centaurea cyanus 'Black Ball'


Fat deepest purple, almost black, 1" heads of ragged petals.  Thin greyish leaves.  Easy annual, likes sun and good drainage.  24"

Centaurea orientalis


Clear yellow knapweed flowers from beautiful intricate shiny buds.  Easy, likes sun, 24”

Centaurea ragusina (= C. clementei)

Showy finely cut silver foliage, bright yellow thistle flowers, Tender, fast- growing, sun & drainage. Sow spring.  15” x 24”

Cephalaria gigantea
Giant Yellow Scabious

Large pale yellow pincushion flowers on 6ft stems. Hardy herbaceous, easy

Cerinthe major Purpurascens


Amazing deep blue bracts droop over violet flowers, glaucous leaves.  Hardy annual, full sun, good drainage, self sows.  Keep some seed inside.  15”
Cerinthe retorta 

Black tipped yellow flowers and black tipped glaucous leaves.  Hardy annual, likes sun & drainage, self sows.  10” 

Chaenorrhinum origanifolium


Low mound of tiny leaves covered in pale violet tiny snapdragon flowers for months.  Hardy, likes sun, self sows gently.  5" x 12"

Chaerophyllum hirsutum 'Roseum'   *             

Like pink Cow Parsley.  24”, easy, blooms late spring, light shade.  Sow fresh, grow cool.

Chionochloa rubra


Shimmering ever-bronze fountain.  Catches the light.  My favourite year round grass  3ft x 3ft glittering mound, needs room to move.
Clarkia repens (syn Godetia repens)  


Prostrate annual with deepest red shining flowers.  Easy, self sows gently, hardy.

Clematis recta 'Purpurea'  


Herbaceous Clematis, not a climber.  Young growth purple.  Fine white flower.  5ft.

Cleome spinosa 'Alba’ (syn. Cleome ‘Helen Campbell’)


White Spider Flower.  Elegant white flowers with long stamens in  big open heads, attractive foliage.  5ft annual, likes sun & drainage

Cobaea scandens AGM


Showy vigorous tender climber.  Big creamy cup and saucer flowers turn purple.  12ft.

Cobaea scandens f. alba AGM


Showy vigorous tender climber.  Big greeny-white cup and saucer flowers, blooms late  12ft

Codonopsis clematidea


Large pale greenish-blue bell flowers beautifully marked inside. Tuberous root.  Hardy, needs sun and good drainage.  18”

Coleus ‘Palisandra’


 Plain black, large, simple leaves, pale blue flowers (better nipped out). 15”. Tender

Commelina coelestis


Brightest blue 3-petalled flowers on upright stems.  Borderline hardy perennial  24”. Sow spring

Convolvulus sabatius x dark form


Deep blue simple flowers on trailing stems, Borderline hardy, needs sun & drainage.  6” x 20”

Corydalis nobilis * 


Billow of yellow flowers in spring, pale leaves. Hardy, easy, fast-growing, self seeds. Sun or light shade, reasonable drainage.  30"

Corydalis ochroleuca *


Froth of creamy white flowers for months, fine leaves.  Sun or shade.  Self sows but not aggressively   12”

Corydalis ophiocarpa  *


Pale yellow flowers, grey/russet leaves.  Hardy, easy, fast-growing, self seeds. Sun or light shade, reasonable drainage.  20"

Cosmos bipinnatus 'Purity'


White Annual Cosmos. Annual, fine foliage, big pure white, simple flowers.  Likes sun, may self sow, 36”.  Easy 

Cosmos 'Bright Lights'


Brilliant yellow-orange 2" flowers, many  kissed with red-orange at tips, shimmers with hot colour.  Annual, likes sun

Cryptotaenia japonica forma Atropurpureum  * 

Purple-black maple-like leaves, 18”, tiny pale flowers. Sow fresh, grow cool. Self sows

Dahlia merckii


Hardy Dahlia. Single lavender flowers on 36” stems, graceful.  Likes sun and good drainage.

Delphinium ‘Blue Butterfly’


Miniature delphinium, 10”.  Brilliant deep blue flowers on airy stems.  Short-lived perennial, can treat as annual, collect seed every year.   Protect from slugs.

Delphinium requienii


Shiny leaves avoided by slugs! Subtle mauve-grey flowers.  Biennial (or annual).  Hardy, likes sun, self sows.  30”

Dianella tasmanica


Lavender flowers in June, long sprays of big bright purple berries in August.  Tender evergreen perennial.  Handsome leaves.  30"

Dianthus ‘Bouquet Purple’


Intense deep magenta flowers, very vigorous, bred for cut flowers, slight fragrance  36”

Dianthus barbatus 'Darkest of All'


An almost black Sweet William with very dark leaves.  Short-lived perennial, can treat as biennial. Sow summer to bloom following June.

Dianthus chinensis ‘Black & White’


(=D. chinensis ‘Velvet ‘n Lace’).  Large double black and white flowers  Annual  14”

Dianthus superbus ‘Crimsonia’


Dark pinky-red fringed fragrant flowers on grey-green leaves.  Likes sun and good drainage. 12”

Dicentra eximia, the true species * 


Elegant recurved pink flowers, delicate ferny foliage.  Light shade.  Herbaceous, 8”   

Dicentra scandens  * 


Climbing Bleeding Heart.  Delicate ferny foliage decked with yellow lockets. Likes light shade.  Dies down in winter, grows 10-12ft up each year.  

Dicranostigma franchetianum


Large yellow poppies with grey-green leaves.  Erect branching habit.  Hardy annual / short-lived perennial, sun or light shade. Good cut 18”

Didiscus coerulea 'Blue Lace'


(syn. Trachymene)  Beautiful pale blue flat lacy umbels.  Fragrant.  24".  Annual, likes sun & drainage.  Sow early spring.

Dierama igneum  

Short salmon-coloured Angel’s Fishing Rod  18”

Dierama pulcherrimum


Angel's Fishing Rods.  Arching stems dangle elegant pink flowers in midsummer.  Likes sun.  Hardy perennial.  3-4ft.  Soak seed overnight.

Digitalis x mertonensis AGM


Perennial foxglove  36”.  Fat flared bells the colour of crushed strawberries.  
Digitalis purpurea 'Pam's Choice'


New Giant Foxglove, 9 foot! spires of white bells with dark purple throats. Hardy biennial, likes shade.  Seeds true if no other Digitalis purpureas nearby.  

Eccremocarpus scaber 'Tresco Cream'


Easy perennial climber with swags of pale cream flowers.  Likes sun.  Sow early spring.  12ft

Echium russicum

Deep burgundy vertical spikes bristle with stamens midsummer.  Biennial or 3-4 years. Likes sun and drainage. Sow spring  30”

Erigeron karvinskianus  AGM


Profusion of tiny pink and white daisies.  Likes sunny dry position, spreads  6”. Hardy perennial, 

Erodium pelargoniflorum


Pretty little hardy Erodium, blooms April-Sept, white flowers with purple blotches.  Self sows, likes sun, delightful   6"

Eryngium alpinum ‘Blue Star’  *


Big soft lacy blue ruffs around thistle like flowers

Eryngium bourgatii ex GST *


Graham Stuart Thomas's selection.  Wonderful lacy green-edged white leaves, blue flowers on purple stems. Likes sun & drainage. Cull plainer leaves.

Eryngium ebracteatum


Paraguay Sword Plant.  Long narrow basal leaves.  Wiry branching 5ft stems with purple, then brown, Sanguisorba-like tight flower heads. Sun.  Good cut flower, very un-Eryngium like.

Eryngium giganteum ‘Silver Ghost’ AGM  *


Larger, more silvery Miss Willmott's Ghost, biennial Sea Holly. Pale leaves & flowers in large silvery bracts. Likes sun & drainage, sows itself.  36"

Eschscholtzia 'Jersey Cream'


California Poppy.  Deeply creamy shining poppies on fine grey-green foliage.  Perennial, self sows true if don't grow others.  Easy, likes sun & drainage  12”

Eschscholtzia wild species (Eschscholtzia caespitosa and lobbii mixed)  

Tiny pale lemon & bright yellow shining poppies,fine grey-green foliage. Annual, sun, drainage4"

Euphorbia mellifera  AGM


Honey Spruge.  Big handsome evergreen shrub for sheltered sunny site.  Flowers honey-scented.  6ft  

Euphorbia myrsinites  AGM *


Prostrate stems of blue-grey semi-succulent leaves gold flowers in spring.  Hardy, sun  5” x 30”

Euphorbia pithyusa


Very fine silver leaves.  Softly rounded hardy subshrub, needs sun & drainage  24”

Euphorbia stygiana


Handsome prostrate evergreen shrub, waxy dark leaves with pale midrib,  some leaves coral red in winter.  sunny sheltered site  2ft x 4ft  (10 seeds)
Exochorda macrantha  *


Pearl Bush.  White flowers, very round buds on arching stems in late spring.  Hardy shrub  6ft 

Fennel, Bronze see Foeniculaceum

Fibigia clypeata 


Roman Shields.  Big oval grey-white seeds like shields, good for cutting.  Hardy perennial. 12".

Foeniculaceum vulgare 'Purpureum'   


Bronze Fennel.  Very fine bronze-purple foliage. Seeds itself, edible. Hardy, likes sun  4-5ft.  

Francoa ramosa Alba


3 ft wands of substantial white flowers above scalloped leaves July-Sept.   Needs sun and good drainage.  Almost all will be white.  Prefers some light for germination.

Gaillardia ‘Burgundy’


Big deep red daisies all summer.  Hardy perennial  15"
Gaura lindheimeri  AGM


Graceful wands of pinky- white flowers June-Oct. Sun and good drainage. Only sometimes overwinters, but can grow as annual.

Geranium 'Bill Wallis' *


Small vivid violet flowers over low mound of leaves  Self sows, likes some sun, 12”.  Sow fresh, keep cold till germinates

Geranium incanum x robustum


Rambling Robin. Rosy-purple flowers, very fine leaves, likes sun and drainage.  Similar to G. incanum but more hardy and vigorous.  8” x 5ft!  

Geranium maderense

Explosion of pink flowers, very showy, handsome leaves, stiff stem  3-4 years to flower, tender, sow spring  40”  8 seeds

Geranium maderense ‘Album’


NEW, rare, white flowers with magenta eye.  Very showy, handsome leaves, stiff stem  3-4 years to flower, tender, sow spring  36”  (6 seeds) 

Geranium palmatum AGM


Big bold leaves from central rosette, glorious in winter. Pink flowers in May, 36”, likes sun. Borderline-hardy.  Self sows. Keep a few seedlings inside as insurance.

Geranium phaeum 'Samobor'  *


Big chocolate blotched leaves, small dark purple flowers.  Light shade.  36”   (10 seeds)
Geranium pratense ‘Mrs Kendal Clark’ AGM    *


Large pale blue-grey flowers with white veins on large plant.  Hardy perennial.  40”. Sow fresh, keep cold till germinates

Geranium robustum


Hardy geranium from South Africa.  Evergreen, shrubby, vigourous.  Grey-green fine leaves, white-eyed pink flowers.  Likes sun.  36”  

Geranium rubescens  (syn. G. yeoi)


Big bold leaves from central rosette, red stems, dark pink flowers May, 36”.  Hardy. Self sows
Glaucium corniculatum


Red Horned Poppy.  Gorgeous wavy blue-grey leaves, bright red poppy flowers then 9" long extremely narrow seedpods (the horns).  Needs sun & drainage, 24"

Glaucium flavum


Yellow Horned Poppy. Gorgeous blue-grey crinkled leaves, deep yellow shining flowers and 8” long very narrow seedpods (the horns). Needs sun and  good drainage, 24”

Globularia punctata


Round bright blue flowers just above glossy leaves.  Hardy perennial, likes sun and drainage.  6”

Haloragis ‘Wellington Bronze’   *


Small greeny-bronze leaves on bronze stems.  Insignificant flowers.  Self sows obligingly and looks good amongst other plants. 15”.  

Hedysarum coronarium


French Honeysuckle    Big bright red clover-like flowers above handsome leaves. Needs sun and good drainage. Short-lived, but easy. Peel seed

Helianthus ‘Velvet Queen’


Darkest velvety red Sunflower, petals overlap round large nearly black flat centre. Annual 6ft

Heliophila longifolia (syn Heliophila coronopifolia)


Brightest blue single flowers with white centres.  A haze of flowers and thread-like leaves on wiry stems.  15” South African annual. Easy.  Collect seed

Helleborus corsicus ‘Marble’ 


Broad variegated leaves topped by platters of pale cream flowers Feb-Apr. Sow autumn, leave out, most germinate in spring.

Helleborus corsicus ‘Silver Lace’  *


Broad silver leaves topped by pale creamy green flowers Feb-Apr. 18”  Sow now, leave out, most germinate in spring.

Helleborus foetidus ‘Gold Bullion’ *


Narrow golden leaves topped by platters of pale gold flowers Feb-May. 30” Sow now, leave out, most germinate in spring.

Helleborus lividus 


Purple-grey flowers & stems, beautiful veined leaves.  Compact, tender evergreen perennial, likes sun & drainage 12"   Sow immediately, keep cold

Hesperis matronalis


Dame's Violet, or Sweet Rocket.  30”.  Sweet-scented purple flowers, attractive to bees etc. Self sows, easy, sun or shade

Hesperis matronalis ‘Alba’


Same in white
Hibiscus acetosella 'Red Shield'


Serrated red Maple-like leaves on much-branched plants, small red flowers.  Annual.  40".  

Hibiscus trionum


Big round cream flowers with nearly black centres, annual, 36”

Hieracium lanatum


Flat rosette of perfectly grey felted leaves.  Bright yellow dandelion-like flowers on wiry stems. Self seeds in sunny dry poor soil.  15"

Hoheria sexstylosa AGM


A small evergreen bushy tree with white blossom in August!  25ft

Hordeum jubatum


Squirrel Tail Grass   10”.  Beautiful 4” long silky pink-flushed flowing flowerheads midsummer. Easy annual, likes sun, can sow in situ. Most strokable plant in the garden

Hunnemannia fumariifolia


Mexican Tulip Poppy.  Clear lemon shining poppy on finely cut blue-grey leaves.  Annual, (actually has lived 3 years in my gravel garden, so really it is perennial) likes sun & drainage  30”

Impatiens namchabarwensis - I can’t believe it, I just found these misfiled as scabrida, so we have them again!

Rare blue buzy lizzie, discovered in Tibet in 2003!  Hardy?   12” (5 seeds)

Impatiens scabrida


Rare wild yellow Buzy Lizzie.  Big pale yellow flowers.  Hardy annual, self sows  24”

Incarvillea sinensis ‘Cheron’ 


Pale cream flared trumpets, fine lacy leaves, annual  12”

Indigofera heterantha AGM 

Graceful arching stems of fine grey-green leaves, masses of small purple-pink pea flowers all summer.  Hardy, likes sun  5ft

Ipomoea 'Kniola's Purple-Black Morning Glory’


Saturated deep purple wide open trumpets with small white throat.  Tender annual climber. 6ft.  Start in warmth.

Ipomoea quamoclit (very similar to I. coccinea, I. multifida, I. pennata)


-Cypress Vine-  Brilliant scarlet 1" stars in tangle of feathery bright green leaves.  Tender annual climber  6ft

Isotoma axillaris (syn. Solenopsis)   


Narrow lavender blue stars in fine foliage.  Tender, best grown as annual, sow in autumn, overwinter frost - free. Sun or light shade  12”

Juncus effusus ‘Spiralis’


Big bold rush with curling stems.  Loves boggy conditions.  Great reflected in still water.  30”

Kitaibela vitifolia


Fast growing mallow-like shrub. Green calyx peeps out between fringed white petals in wide open cup.  Hardy, 6ft, sun, easy

Knautia macedonica   * 


Small dark red scabious. Very long- blooming, weaves in among other plants. hardy, likes sun and drainage.   24”

Lablab (syn. Dolichos lablab) 'Ruby Moon'  back again!


Hyacinth Bean.  Purple leaves, fragrant purple flowers, edible shiny dark purple beans. Tender climber, can grow as annual.  10ft  (3 seeds)
Lathyrus aureus  *

Apricot flowers in early spring.  Hardy herbaceous  12”.  Sow autumn, leave outside, germinates in spring

Lathyrus heterophyllus

Pale raspberry pink flowers on long stems in July & Aug.  Fine pointed leaves. Perennial herbaceous climber. 5ft  (8 seeds)
Lathyrus nervosus


Lord Anson's Blue Pea.  Rare grey-blue pea with leathery glaucous leaves.  5-10ft perennial, needs sheltered site. Scratch seedcoat and soak overnight before sowing.  Tricky to germinate. (5 seeds)
Lathyrus odoratus 'Matucana'


The original Sweet Pea.  Very very fragrant hardy annual.  Red-purple above, blue-purple below, not huge flowers. Scratch seedcoat and soak overnight before sowing. For best plants sow Oct and overwinter in coldframe 5ft  (10 seeds)
Lathyrus sativus


Tutankamen's Pea, found in his tomb. Small but brightest blue flowers on 3-4ft annual climber.  Blooms May-June. Scratch seedcoat and soak overnight before sowing.  (5-7 seeds)
Lathyrus vernus filicifolius  


Early blooming herbaceous pea, deep purply-blue with hair-fine leaves and dark red seedpods (not sure if it will come true, but should  be a good strong blue)  10”  (8 seeds)
Legousia pentagonia ‘Midnight Stars’


Beautiful deep purple flowers with white eye on low bushy plants.  Hardy annual, likes sun  8”

Lepechinia chaemaedryoides


Pale blue salvia-like flowers, small crinkled aromatic leaves.  Borderline hardy evergreen, upright shrub, sun and good drainage     4ft

Lepechinia salviae


Tall spikes of large maroon flowers from summer on, handsome very aromatic foliage.  Well drained soil, sun, 36”

Liatris spicata


Gayfeather.  Long-lasting deep purple- pink fluffy flower spikes July-Sept.  Likes sun  24”


Liatris spicata ‘Alba’


Gayfeather.  Long-lasting white (some purple) fluffy flower spikes July-Sept.  Likes sun  24”

Libertia grandiflora


3-petalled white flowers above evergreen grassy leaves  30”

Libertia peregrinans
Orange flushed evergreen leaves, little white flowers in summer.  Likes sun, books say dry, but I think damp.  Spreads slowly  15”

Libertia procera


3-petalled white flowers (bigger than L. grandiflora) on long arching stems above evergreen grassy leaves  36”

Ligusticum lucidum ssp. ludium  see Umbel

Linaria aeruginea


Weird shades of cream, red, brown and grey flowers on fine grey leaves.  Easy annual, likes sun, may self sow,   4" x 8"

Linaria alpina


Fine grey leaves, small deep purple flowers with bright orange lips.  Blooms all summer, sun and drainage, annual,  4” x 8”

Linaria purpurea 'Canon Went'


Slender spires of tiny pale pink flowers, narrow leaves, 36”. Self sows, a few may be purple.

Linaria purpurea deep rose


Slender spires of tiny deep pink flowers, small leaves. Self sows, some purple or pink  36"

Lobelia siphilitica


Fat spires of bright blue flowers July-Sept.  Hardy, good soil, not too dry, sun or light shade.  24”

Lobelia vedrariensis 


Spikes of deep purple flowers July & August. Hardy, likes sun, not too dry  36”

Lopezia racemosa



Small deep pink flowers like flying fairies in neat whorls round pointed leaves.  Hardy annual, self sows gently.  15"

Lunaria annua Alba Variegata


White-flowered, white-variegated Honesty. Biennial, spectacular in shade, easy, 36”.  Self sows 

Lunaria annua 'Munstead Purple’

Deep red-purple flowers, purple flushed stems. Hardy biennial, easy,  36".  Self sows

Lupinus arboreus Alba


White Tree Lupin 3-5ft.  Short-lived fast-growing evcrgreen perennial. Silky grey-green leaves.  Mostly white (some pale blue or yellow) spires of pea flowers in June.  Sun

Lupinus arcticus


Deep blue or occasionally purple big flower spikes, hardy perennial, likes sun & drainage.  36"

Lupinus chamissonis


Silver-leaved shrubby Lupin  30” x 30”.  Purply-blue pea flowers May-June.  Needs sun and good drainage. Chit seed & soak overnight.
Lupinus from Kashmir


Hardy floriferous strong-growing Lupin with pointed spikes of blue, pink or white flowers  36”

Lupinus texensis


Texas Bluebonnet.  Bright blue annual Lupin, tip of spike white to pale blue, likes sun and drainage, collect seed, 12"

Lychnis coronaria ‘Oculata’ (syn. ‘Angel’s Blush’)


Easy hardy perennial.  30”.  Grey felted leaves, white flowers which develop pink centres.

Lychnis flos-cuculi ‘Nana’ 


Dwarf Ragged Robin, 3-4" neat clump.  Deep pink raggedly star flowers May-June.  Easy, but not too dry

Lysimachia atropurpurea  *


Silvery rippled narrow leaves with spires of small red-purple flowers.  Hardy biennial, sun.  30”

Malva 'Bibor Felho' (syn M. sylvestris mauritiana)

Large shining purple flowers streaked with dark purple.  Very fast growing short-lived hardy shrub. Likes sun. Easy

Malva moschata 'Alba' AGM


Large clear white flowers on lacey leaves   20”.  Easy, hardy, will self sow

Mandevilla laxa

Beautiful fragrant white 3” flowers, evergreen climber for S wall or conservatory.  BH  12ft

Matthiola perenne 'Alba'


Perennial White Stock.  Very fragrant white flowers on mound of grey leaves. Fast growing, hardy,  start again every 3 years. Easy, likes sun       30”

Maurandya barclayana (=Asarina barclayana) ‘Alba’


Delicate leaves and white foxglove-like flowers.  Very pretty, likes sun, easy. Tender climber, 6ft

Melanoselinum decipiens  


Black Parsley.  Bright lime-green divided leaves on a woody stem.  After a few year erupts into 3ft  flowerhead up to 8ft tall!  Can be monocarpic. READY NOW.

Melianthus major


Fabulous architectural glaucous  foliage, jaggedly cut.  Herbaceous outdoors, likes sun & drainage, Protect roots when young.  3 seeds

Mentzelia decapetala


Big (4”) creamy white flowers with 10 pointed petals and boss of golden stamens.  Short-lived, likes sun and drainage  24-36”

Mertensia pterocarpa (syn. Mertensia sibirica)


Hosta-like glaucous foliage.  Clear blue forgetmenot-like flowers. Likes sun and good drainage.  Protect from slugs.   8”

Michauxia tchihatchewii



Stupendously beautiful biennial.  Very reflexed 3" white petals fly back from exerted 2" white stamens.  Hardy but hard to grow.  Sun & drainage, 4-5 ft

Mina lobata (syn. Ipomoea lobata)    


Annual, climbs to 6ft. Narrow curved flowers of red, orange, yellow and cream on one-sided spike. Young leaves bronze. Needs sun and warmth.

Mirabalis jalapa Alba


White Marvel of Peru. Very fragrant white flowers all summer.  Bushy, borderline hardy, mulch or lift tuber.  Blooms 1st year from seed, 24”

Molopospermum peloponnesiacum *


Big beautiful finely cut leaves, platters of white flowers, handsome umbel.  Likes good soil and light shade.  36”. Sow fresh, needs cold period, prefers dark.  Fresh seed, sow immediately
Molucella laevis ‘Pixie Bells’


Bells of Ireland. Fragrant pale green flowers and pale green leaves.  Easy annual, good cut and good dried. Sun. 30”

Moraea huttonii


Elegant yellow-flowered iris-like plant.  Borderline hardy, likes sun & drainage.  Sow spring.  24”

Morina longifolia


Thistle-like plant with amazing whorls of white flowers turn pink when fertilized.  Long-lived & hardy, 36”.  Likes sun, drainage & poor soil.  Sow warm

Myrrrhis odorata *


Sweet Cicely.  Like a larger later Cow Parsley.  Aniseed flavoured leaves and stems are used to sweeten fruit dishes.  Hardy herbaceous 3ft

Nauplius sericeus  


Silvery shrub with fruit-scented shining leaves.  Big yellow daisies tight on foliage.  Needs full sun and good drainage.  Tender 18"

Nemesia sylvatica


NEW wild white Nemesia.  Myriad small white flowers with fine purple veins.  Pretty, small leaves, bushy.  Probably tender perennial, treat as annual.  15"

Nemophila 'Penny Black'


Round black flowers with white edge, crinkled-edge leaves.  Adorable hardy annual, may self sow.  Sun or light shade.   5"

Nepeta nervosa ‘Blue Carpet’


Bluest of all Catmints.  Dwarf form.  Likes sun and good drainage.  Hardy perennial.  9”

Nepeta prattii

Small pink flowers from fat furry grey whorls like Phlomis.  Subtle, blooms all summer, likes sun, hardy  12” x 20”

Nepeta subsessilis


Un-Nepeta-like large bright blue flowers in whorls.  Hardy perennial, likes sun and drainage.  20"

Nepeta tuberosa


Solid spikes of  tiny pink/blue/purple flowers, greyish furry basal leaves.  Needs sun and good drainage.  18"

Nerium oleander


Oleander.  Pink, red or white flowers in clusters on erect evergreen shrub.  Keep frostfree, likes sun.  Sow spring.  6ft

Nicandra physalodes 'Violacea'


Shoo Fly Plant or Apple of Peru.  Pale blue flower with white throat, nearly black stout stems and fruits.  Handsome hardy annual, easy, self sows, 36"

Nicotiana glauca


Smooth blue grey leaves on tall arching stems. Clusters of yellow flowers drip from tips.  Borderline hardy, evergreen shrub in sheltered spot.  Usually grown for foliage, as annual to 8ft

Nicotiana ‘Hopley’s’ 


Round lime green flowers from fat pouched calyx.  Floriferous, attractive, easy.  Sun or light shade  40”

Nicotiana knightiana


Like a giant N. langsdorfii.  Pale apple green tubular flowers.  4-5 ft.  Short-lived (1-2 years).  Sun or shade. Easy and quick.  

Nicotiana langsdorffii AGM


Pale apple green tubular flowers flared at mouth dangle delicately.  Annual.  36”

Nicotiana 'Lime Green'  AGM




Annual, very long flowering and easy, wonderful with everything   36"

Nicotiana mutabilis


Amazing 5ft display of small dangling white flowers which turn pale then deep pink. Blooms June-Nov.  Annual / short-lived.  Sun or shade. Easy and quick. New 

Nicotiana suaveolens  


Fragrant narrow white flowers flushed  purple dangle from slender stems, subtle.  Short- lived, easy, quick. Sun or shade 36”   

Nicotiana sylvestris AGM


Very fragrant long tubed white flowers in graceful whorls at top of stout stems. 4-5 ft   Short-lived (1-2 years).  Sun or shade. Easy and quick. 

Nicotiana ‘Tinkerbell’  (syn. Nicotiana ‘Red Face’)


Strange pale green flowers with dark red faces.  Annual, very long flowering and easy,  36”

Nigella papillosa ‘African Bride’


White Love in the Mist flowers with shiny black horned seedpods.  Easy hardy annual, self sows.   Good cut flower, fresh or dried.  30"

Nigella papillosa 'Midnight'


Deep purple Love in a Mist.  Unusual dark purple horned seedpods.  Easy hardy annual, self sows.   Good cut flower, fresh or dried.  30"

Oenothera acaulis


Stemless Evening Primrose    Big white fragrant flowers turn pink next day.  Completely prostrate. Likes sun & good drainage  6”x 36”

Oenothera macrocarpa incana


Fantastic silver leaves.  Huge lemon yellow flowers.  Prostrate, sun & good drainage  5”x30”

Oenothera odorata (like O.stricta, but fragrant)


Large fragrant cream, ageing to apricot, flowers on upright stems midsummer,   30".  

Oenothera 'Sunset Boulevard' 


Brilliant salmon-pink/orange round flowers on upright stems midsummer, greyish leaves  20”.  Likes sun and drainage, easy from seed.

Omphalodes linifolia  AGM


Beautiful hardy annual,  self sows.  Likes sun and good drainage.  White forgetmenot flowers in spring, blue-grey leaves.   8”

Omphalodes nitida 

Bright blue forgetmenots on narrow shiny leaves, arching airy stems, self sows a bit  12"

Onopordum nervosum AGM *


Scotch Thistle.  Enormous architectural biennial.  Nine to twelve foot of white stems and leaves with purple thistle flowers in Aug.  Full sun, may self sow.

Ophiopogon planiscapus nigrescens


Black Lily Turf.  Short shiny black grass-like leaves, black berries.  Some will be green compact plants.  Hardy perennial.  6”

Orlaya grandiflora


Exquisite white umbel like broderie Anglaise, large and small petals mingled.  Hardy annual, 18", self sows.  Self sown bllom in May , if you sow in May will bloom July
Orthrosanthus multiflorus


Wide open purple-blue  flowers. Arching narrow  leaves.  Borderline hardy, likes sun, 24". 

Orthrosanthus polystachyus


Beautiful milky blue open flowers.  Sword-like leaves.  Easy from seed.  Fairly hardy, likes sun  18” bulbous perennial

Oryzopsis miliacea


Plain grass below, but finest airy seedheads beautiful all winter.  Hardy, likes sun self sows.  40”

Oxypetalon coerulea see Tweedia coerulea 

Panicum virgatum ex ‘Shenandoah’ 


Red flushed leaves become deeper purple-red in autumn. Airy plumes of tiny dark seeds. Not true to name, but nice.  36”

Panicum miliaceum violaceum



Purple Millet   Long drooping deep purple seedheads and top leaves   Good for cutting.  Hardy annual grass, likes sun, self sows gently.  30"

Papaver alpinum


Tiny poppies in clear colours on fine grey foliage.  Hardy but short-lived, sun & drainage.  6"

Papaver commutatum  AGM


The Ladybird Poppy.  Shining deep red poppies with lartge black blotches.  Hardy annual, self sows, likes sun.  15"

Papaver miyabeanum    



Clear pale yellow poppy.  Intricate blue-green leaves  4". Blooms June.  Seedheads like green marbles.  Needs sun & drainage, short-lived perennial

Papaver nudicaule 'Aurora Borealis' 


Iceland Poppy.  Big tissue paper flowers in pastel colours.  Likes sun & good drainage.  Hardy, but short-lived. 24"

Papaver nudicaule 'Party Fun'


Iceland Poppy.  Big tissue paper flowers in yellow, orange, pink & red.  Likes sun & good drainage. Hardy, but short-lived.   16"

Papaver rhoeas 'Mother of Pearl'


Subtle pale pink white grey lavender poppies, some red. Hardy annual, self sows 24"

Papaver rupifragum   


Semi-double orange poppy.  Blue-green leaves  18”. Blooms June-Oct.  Self sows gently.  Needs sun & drainage, perennial

Papaver somniferum 'Black Beauty'


Double Black Opium Poppy.  Pale blue-grey foliage, very double enormous purple-black flowers.  4ft.  Annual.  Best sown in situ or in individual pots autumn or spring  
Papaver somniferum single white


Single white Opium Poppy. Exquisite large flowers.  Hardy annual, best sown in situ or in individual pots, autumn or spring  36"    

Papaver somniferum ‘Swansdown’


Feathered Double White Opium Poppy.  Pale blue-grey foliage, very double enormous white flowers with raggedly cut petals.  4ft.  Annual.  Best sown in situ or in individual pots

Papaver trinifolium


Most beautiful foliage - finely cut lacy grey 12" mound, topped with brick red poppies  2nd year.  Hardy biennial, likes sun and drainage.

Paradisea lusitanicum  *


St Bruno’s Lily.  Fragrant 1” wide starry flowers with bright yellow anthers on tall slender stems.  Sun or light shade, not very dry.  36” (leaves 12”)

Patrinia scabiosifolia  


Fine lacey bright yellow flowers on tall airy stems July-Sept.  Sun or part shade  4ft

Pelargonium myrrhifolium var coriandrifolium


pink flowers on fine crimped dark foliage, handsome

Pelargonium quinquelobatum


Species pelargonium with weird iridescent green/ bronze small flowers, palmate leaves, 12", defoliatesin winter  (10 seeds)
Peltaria alliaceae


Hardy Perennial Brassica.  Eat young leaves all winter, or buds in spring.  Grey-purple new leaves, cloud of  fine white flowers in May.  30"

Pennisetum macrourum


Long narrow 4ft beige (turning white) flower spikes last all winter above 3ft mound of clump-forming grass.  Likes sun

Pennisetum orientale  AGM


Very attractive deciduous long-flowering grass.  Bottle brush like spikes of pale pink soft bristles.  Likes sun & drainage, 24”.  Sow warm.  

Pennisetum (really Sorghum I think) 'Purple Majesty' 


Deepest purple leaves topped with dense purple  bottle brushes in August .  Tender annual. Likes sun & drainage.  Treat like sweet corn. Sow early May.  48"

Pennisetum villosum


Long white open feathery panicles July-Sept.  Fairly hardy perennial, can grow as an annual, likes sun & drainage  24”

Penstemon digitalis 'Huskers Red'


Small pale flowers on dark red foliage.  Hardy, likes sun.  Replace every 3 or 4 years.  4ft.

Penstemon ovatus 

Small bright blue flowers  on 30” stems in May.  Broad shiny basal leaves. Hardy, likes sun

Perilla frutescens var crispa (syn P.f. var nankiniensis)  


Dark purple frilly-edged leaves. Edible Japanese annual, for colour and flavour.  Good soil. 24"

Perilla frutescens ‘Shizo Green’


Japanese Parsley. Green frilly-edged leaves. Annual, good soil. Leaves, flowers and seeds edible (curry & cinnamon)  24"

Persicaria polymorpha


Big creamy-white panicles of flower Jun-Oct, turning pink in autumn.  Does not run or seed.  Herbaceous, 6ft.  Sow now, keep cold

Petrorhagia saxifraga


(syn. Tunica)  A haze of small pale pink flowers on very fine leaves June-July (like a small Gypsophila).  Easy, likes sun & drainage & poor soil.  Self sows some  4”

Phlomis italica


Gorgeous leaves covered in thick pale yellow-green velvet.  Pale pink flowers.  Evergreen shrub.  Needs sun and good drainage.  36”

Phyteuma scheuchzeri


Horned Rampion.   Violet- blue spiny looking flowers.  Hardy, likes sun & drainage. 10”  Surface sow, room temperateure.

Pimpinella major 'Rosea'  * 


Deep pink umbels of small flowers.  Easy, blooms June, sun or light shade, 40”.  Fresh seed, sow immediately, keep warm (room temperature), grow cool when germinates.

Piptanthus nepalensis


Semi-evergreen shrub. Attractive dark green leaves, clusters of yellow pea flowers in spring.  6” long beans, green at frirst, then black, stay on all year, still there when next flowers appear.  Sun or part shade, good wall shrub, 8ft.  Soak seed overnight.

Plantago major ‘Rosularis’


Rose Plantain     10”. Long-lasting seedheads like very double green flowers.  Deadhead if you don't want lots, very easy

Plantago major ‘Rubrifolia’


Purple Leaf Plantain  10”.  Wonderful ever-purple foliage.  Easy, grows anywhere, but colors better in sun. Deadhead if you don't want lots. 

Polygonatum verticillarum


Whorled Solomon’s Seal.  Narrow leaves in whorls, small greeny-white pendant flowers, bright red fruits.  Sow autumn, keep cold  20”

Potentilla thurberii ex 'Monarch's Velvet'


Herbaceous potentilla.  Dark red flowers with black blotches in airy sprays above strawberry like leaves,  July.  Likes sun.  30”

Primula florindae  AGM


Giant Himalayan Cowslip.   Fragrant pale yellow bells May-July. Needs damp shade, sun ok if very wet, hardy, vigorous.  Nice seed heads   40”.  

Primula vialii  AGM


Deep red buds in tight cone above lavender flowers.  Likes light shade, not too dry.  Surface sow early autumn or spring.  18"

Prasium majus


Low-growing shiny-leaved evergreen creeping plant with white flowers.  Likes sun & drainage  5”

Prunella grandiflora ‘Pagoda’


Spikes of hooded flowers in violet, blue, rose or white above neat spreading foliage.  8”

Pulsatilla ‘Papageno’


Pasque Flower.  Some double, some feathered, pink, white, purple or red flowers.  6”.  Likes sun and drainage. Fresh seed June 2007.   

Ranunculus aconitifolius 


Small white flowers in airy sprays above low leaves from April (8") to June (24").  Easy, likes damp and some shade. Hardy

Ratibida columnifera f. pulcherrima


Mexican Hat or Prairie Cone Flower.  Long thin dark brown cone surrounded by reflexed mahogany brown petals.  Fine leaves.  Strangely attractive.  Likes sun and good drainage.  12”

Rehmannia elata  AGM


Chinese Foxglove   36”.  Deep pink large flared flowers all summer. Hardy if protected from winter wet, needs sun.  Easy from seed.  

Rhodochiton atrosanguineus  AGM


Obscene but charming  tender climber.  Black flowers below purple bracts. Can grow as annual, but overwinter frostfree for best display

Rhynchelytrum nerviglume ‘Savannah’


(=Melinis nerviglumis) Described as “Ornamental grass with glittering pink glumes.  Drought and heat tolerant. Half hardy perennial  40”

Ricinus communis 'Impala'


Castor Oil Plant.  Big shiny deep red leaves, small bright red flowers.  Very fast-growing annual/ tender perennial, likes sun, 4ft.  Soak seed overnight. (3 seeds)
Rocket, annual (Eruca vesicaria)


Wonderful pungent salad leaves and edible white flowers.   Particularly good for winter cropping sown in July/Aug.  Hardy annual, self sows.  This is the one you get in restaurants.

Rocket, perennial


Pungent narrow leaves and edible yellow flowers,   Hardy perennial, self sows  24”

Rudbeckia hirta ‘Cherokee Sunset’


Fully double 3-4” flowers in intense shades of deep red, yellow, bronze, mahogany.  Good cut flower, likes sun.  Annual/short-lived   30”

Rudbeckia maxima 


Bold slender stems above big blue-grey leaves. Yellow daisies July-Sept, good long-lasting conical seedheads.  Hardy, sun, 6ft

Salvia algeriensis


Pale blue flowers in darker calyxes above grey-green leaves.   15”.   Annual, easy.

Salvia argentea  AGM


Big silvery white furry leaves in flat rosette 1st year, small white flowers to 36" 2nd year.  Biennial/ short-lived perennial (one of mine is 4 years old!).  Sun & drainage

Salvia canariensis


Lavender flowers with purple bracts.  Pale arrow-shaped leaves hairy beneath, downy white stems . Hardy if sunny and dry.  Up to 6ft.  Good cut flower

Salvia dolichantha


Big pouched blue purple flowers on strong stems above big leaves.  Hardy perennial, likes sun and drainage.  36”

Salvia forsskaolii


Hardy deep purple-blue salvia, hairy leaves.  Likes sun and drainage, 36"

Salvia glutinosa


Jupiter's Distaff.  Hardy pale yellow salvia, hairy leaves.  Likes sun and drainage, 36"

Salvia involucrata AGM


Long spikes of deep rose flowers, similar to ‘Mulberry Jam’.  Tender perennial (maybe borderline hardy)  4ft  

Salvia jurisickii


Small pale pink  hairy flowers held upside down.  Hardy, likes sun.  8"  

Salvia miltiorrhiza


Purple-flushed crinkled leaves and blue-purple flowers.  Fairly hardy with good drainage, likes sun, not bone dry in summer  24”
Salvia misella


Myriad small blue flowers on airy plant.  Tender, likes sun.  15"  

Salvia patens   AGM


Large deep blue flowers.  Can grow as annual, or mulch tuber well if well-drained (watch out for slugs on young shoots in spring), or dig up & treat as dahlia.  Likes sun.  36”

Salvia roemeriana AGM


Bright scarlet flowers on many short stems.  OK in half shade, borderlinehardy, may self sow.  10”. Long- blooming if dead-headed 

Salvia turkestanica

Spectacular biennial, 4ft. Big pale pink bracts, lavender flowers. Easy. likes sun

Sanvitalia procumbens ‘Irish Eyes’


Myriad tiny yellow-orange daisies with green eyes.  One of the longest blooming tender perennials, June-November in my garden.  Does not need deadheading.  Trails over the edge of a basket or makes low mats in garden.  4”

Sarcococca confusa AGM *

Winter-blooming small evergreen shrub.  Very fragrant small white flowers and shiny black berries in January.  Hardy, likes some shade, 36”  

Scabiosa columbaria ssp ochroleuca


Myriad small pale yellow scabious flowers on thin stems. Elegant. Hardy perennial. Likes sun and drainage. 18"

Scabiosa cretica 


Pale lavender blue pincushion flowers, grey leaves, long-lasting shiny spherical  pale seedpods.  Sow spring, likes sun  12”

Scabiosa 'Deep Waters'

Deepest blue large pincushion flowers. Blooms 1st year from seed, short lived perennial, sun, hardy 20" 

Scabiosa Derry’s Black (‘Chile Black’ x ‘Ace of Spades’?)

Big purple-black pincushion flowers with tiny white flecks.  Blooms 1st year from seed.  Annual/short-lived perennial, borderline hardy, sun. 36”

Scabiosa tenuis


Small deep rose-pink flowers on airy stems, fine leaves, likes sun  24”.  Annual, but pretty

Schizopetalon walkeri


Dainty fringed white flowers like squared-off snowflakes, very sweet almond smell especially in the evening, trailing  10”

Scilla peruviana


Borderline hardy bulb     10”.  3” domed heads of sparkling blue flowers on stout stem.  Ravishing, but 3 years to bloom from seed.  Sun & drainage.  Fresh seed available 

Selinum wallichianum *

Stately umbel, very attractive fine foliage, big white lacy platters of tiny flowers late summer, sun or shade, 4-5ft

Sesbania punicea


Red-orange pea flowers on acacia-like leaves.  Annual/ tender perennial, likes sun, not too dry. 30” (8ft if not frosted).  Poisonous

Seseli elatum *


White umbels above very fine dark green foliage.  Hardy perennial. 36”

Seseli gummiferum *


The Queen of Umbels.  Stiff intricate grey foliage topped by dense white umbels sometimes flushed pink. Hardy biennial, likes sun and drainage.  36".  May germinate in 6 weeks, if not, give cold period.

 Seseli libanotis *


Moon Carrot.  Rare British native.  White umbels above fine green foliage.  Hardy perennial. 36” 

Seseli montanum 


Small white umbels above very fine foliage.  Ethereal. Hardy perennial. 36".  

Setaria viridis (or S.italica?) 


Purple flushed leaves and fluffy purple seedheads.  Easy handsome hardy annual, self sows.  Good cut flower. 15" 

Silene armeria ‘Electra’


Blue-grey leaves covered in brilliant hot pink flowers for 6 weeks.  Hardy annual, self sows.  18”

Silene fimbriata



Feathered white flowers June. 36”  Good between late perennials.  Easy even in dry shade.  

Silybum marianum


Blessed Mary's Thistle.  Big shining basal rosette heavily splashed white. Fat purple thistle flowers.  Annual or biennial. Sun, poor soil, dryish

Sinningia cardinalis


Brilliant red-orange velvety tubular flowers on broad velvety green leaves.  Houseplant.  Blooms virtually yearround.  Sow spring  12”

Smyrnium olusatrum  *



Big shiny leaves, pale yellow umbels, 36",  Sun or light shade.  Hardy biennial, self sows.  Good cut flower.      

Solanum atropurpureum


Spectacularly spiny tender shrub, large purple thorns on leaves and stems lowers, small round yellow fruits, sinister and exciting, something to horrify the children. 4ft.

Solanum laciniatum


Kangaroo Apple  5-6ft  Tender evergreen, can grow as architectural annual, handsome shiny leaves, blue flowers, orange fruits, likes sun

Stachys macrantha ‘Superba’  available soon

Showy spikes of big rosy lilac flowers June-Aug, above crinkled basal leaves. Likes sun, hardy, easy,   18".  Bees like it .

Stipa arundinacea


Pheasant Grass    36” evergreen grass,  shades of  bronze and red all year but especially in winter. Sun & drainage. Self sows

Stipa tenuissima


Feather Grass. 15” graceful trembling silky soft grass with blond feathery seedheads which last all winter, hardy. Likes sun and drainage, self sows

Stipa tenuissima ‘Wind Whispers’ 

Long silvery flowerheads flow horizontally above silky soft green grass, shimmering in the breeze.  Hardy, likes sun & drainage  36”

Stylophorum lasiocarpum


A poppy for shade!  Yellow flowers May-July.  Hardy perennial, 15"

Succisa pratensis ‘Derby Purple’


Good purple form of Devil’s Bit Scabious.  Very long-blooming if dead headed.  Likes sun & drainage.  20”

Sutherlandia frutescens


Balloon Pea.  36”.  Bright red flared pea flowers, big inlated seed pods.  Fine leaves, white stems.  Borderline hardy shrub for sunny dry wall.

Symphandra pendula (syn. Campanula ossetica or Campanula pendula) 


Creamy white 2" bells.  Easy hardy perennial, sun or shade.  18"

Tanacetum niveum ‘Jackpot’


Fine grey leaves smothered in white daisies all summer. Hardy, needs sun & drainage.  1st year 18”, 36” after

Taraxacum rubrifolium



Purple-leaved Dandelion relative.  Yellow flowers bloom tight on flat shiny mat of darkest purple leaves. Hardy easy, 1"x 4".  

Telekia speciosa 


Bold single yellow daisies on sturdy stems July-Aug.  Good seedheads stand through winter. Likes shade, not too dry  6ft

Teucrium hyrcanicum ‘Purple Tails’


Graceful purple spikes all summer.  Hardy perennial, likes sun 24”.  Sow early spring

Thalictrum aquilegifolium ‘Album’ *


Cloud of tiny white flowers in June amid delicate ferny foliage 4 ft, likes good soil, sun or shade.  Hardy herbaceous  3-4ft

Thalictrum delavayi (syn T. dipterocarpum)  *

Cloud of tiny purple flowers amid delicate ferny foliage 4-5 ft, likes good soil, sun or shade.  Hardy herbaceous

Thalictrum lucidum


Pale lemon fluffy slightly fragrant flowerheads in July.  Shiny fern-like leaves on upright self-supporting stems.  Sun or light shade.  4ft

Thalictrum rochebrunianum  *


Delicate light purple flowers dangle above fine leaves in July, followed by purple seedheads.  Hardy, sun or shade, not too dry.  3-5ft 

Thunbergia alata 'African Sunset'


Shades of peach and coral and cream on tender climber.  4ft.  Sow April in warm, plant out May
Tigridia pavonia white


Peacock Flower.  Gorgeous big pure white exotic-looking flowers, three broad petals around central bowl.  Flowers all summer, though individual flowers last only one day.  Half hardy bulb, dig up corms or sow seed anually.  Likes sun & very good drainage  18”

Tithonia ‘Red Torch’
Brilliant red-orange 3” daisies on sturdy 4ft plants.  Just like T. rotundifolia but shorter. Annual, likes sun.

Tolpis barbata


Annual Hawkweed. Clear pale yellow square-petalled daisy with dark centre, fine leaves. Annual, likes sun, drainage, poor soil 12”

Trachelium caeruleum ‘Black Knight’


Lacy deep violet flowerheads on upright purple stems, dark leaves, good cut flower.  Tender perennial usually grown as annual  36”

Tragopogon crocifolius


Big flat lavender stars with darker lavender centres.  Flowers close in afternoon.  Handsome upright plants.  Giant architectural dandelion seedheads. Hardy annual, self sows.  18".  

Trifolium incarnatum 


Crimson Clover.  Brilliant red elongated flowerheads.  Hardy annual, should self sow  12”

Trifolium rubens


3" long velvety flower spikes of wine red tiny clover flowers June/July.  Hardy perennial. Does not spread, 15".  

Tweedia coerulea (syn Oxypetalon coerulea) AGM

Ice blue flowers appear to be cut from velvet.  Tender perennial or treat as annual.  24”, sun.  

Tweedia solanoides 


Rare pink-flowered Tweedia.  Velvety leaves topped with small rose pink flowers, wonderful seedpods.  Tender  24” 

Umbel, Ligusticum lucidum ssp lucidum? *


Collected in the mountains of Spain.  Hardy for me.  Makes a 36" hemisphere of white Cow Parsley flowers. Very fine leaves.  Monocarpic.  READY NOW.

Verbascum blattaria Albiflorum


Easy, self sows,  30”.  Pink-flushed white flowers on slender stems, dark foliage

Verbascum bombyciferum   -Polar Summer-


Very white hairy leaves, round sulphur yellow  flowers on towering spires, Hardy biennial.  Wonderful white rosette 1st year, then staggering 8ft

Verbascum ‘Cotswold King’ (probably V. creticum)


Biggest flower of any Verbascum,  fragrant shining yellow and white flowers with dark velvet bee in centre.  Biennial, 36” 

Verbena bonariensis (syn V. patagonica) *  AGM


6ft bold architectural  plant. Narrow  stems, fine purple flowers. Loved by bees. Sows itself.   

Verbena canadensis ‘Perfecta’


Deep violet flat flowerheads on very fine leaves.  Blooms all summer. Compact, trailing, tender perennial.  6” x 12”

Verbena hastata


Stiff upright clusters of 4” purple fingers, attractive seedheads.  Upright clump-forming hardy perennial  40”

Veronicastrum virginicum ‘Album’ 


5ft upright with long slender panicles of white flowers late summer to autumn, dark stems.  Not too dry, sun or shade.

Vestia foetida  AGM


Long yellow flowers with even longer yellow stamens May-July. Borderline hardy evergreen shrub (has been hardy here for several years).  6ft

Viola 'Bowle's Black'


Many small black flowers with tiny yellow eyes. Self-sowing  annual  4"

Viola cornuta ‘Alba’  AGM


White Horned Violet.  Crisp white flowers in flushes.  Cut back whenever messy, reblooms in a few weeks. Easy hardy perennial, self sows.  6”

Viola corsica


Corsican Violet.  Bright purple  flowers from spring till frost.  Hardy and drought tolerant.  8".  

Viola stojanovii


Adorable tiny bright yellow Viola  3” x 4”

Zinnia peruviana 'Red Spider'


Tiny bright red single Zinnias with separate narrow petals making a dark centred star. Blooms Jun-Sept. Annual, collect seed.  18"
V.  SOLD OUT May 2008 
Have put “add 50p to send when ripe” with the ones I am fairly sure we will collect this summer
Alonsoa unilabiata (syn Diascia unilabiata)  10” - crop failure for 2007-
South African annual.  Dark pink flowers like vampires in pink bonnets.. Rewards close inspection

Althaea cannabina add 50p to send when ripe

Tall willowy stems of small pale pink mallow flowers with dark eyes in late summer and autumn.  A sight to behold in October.  Best grown through other shrubs.  7ft.

Alyssum spinosum var roseum AGM  (syn. Ptilotrichum) add 50p to send when ripe

Compact evergreen mound of fine silver leaves smothered in little pink flowers in June.  Needs sun and good drainage.  10” x 15”

Anemone leveillii * add 50p to send when ripe

Elegant white flowers with blue reverse. Hardy. 18" .  Sow fresh, keep cold for one month, then warm.

Anemone pavonina *   - crop failure for 2007-

Deep purply pink flowers over finely divided foliage. in early spring, 18".  Hardy, sun or light shade,  Sow fresh, leave outside alll winter, will germinate in spring, but sometimes takes two years.  

Anemone sylvestris add 50p to send when ripe

Pure white slightly flragrant single flowers, hardy herbaceous perennial, easy, tolerates shade, will spread once established.  Sow fresh.

Angelica gigas  * add 50p to send when ripe

Amazing deep purple domed flower heads, statuesque purple stems and leaf sheaths.  Architectural biennial, 5ft.  Sow seed fresh, overwinter outdoors, germinates in spring.  
Angelica hispanica  (syn A. pachycarpa)  * - crop failure for 2007-

Rosette of shining dissected leaves, creamy white umbel of flowers in June. hardy biennial, 18”. Sow seed fresh, overwinter outdoors, germinates in spring. 

Angelica sachalinensis  *


6” wide flat white umbels on tall strong stems, handsome leaves. Hardy biennial, may leave offsets to bloom the next year. Sow fresh  6-8ft

Angelica sylvestris Purpurea  * add 50p to send when ripe

Black-purple leaves, grey-pink  flower heads.  Architectural biennial, 4ft.  Likes sun & rich soil.  Sow seed fresh, overwinter outdoors, germinates in spring 
Anthericum ramosum  *


Slender stems of white stars in June.  Narrow leaves.  Hardy, likes sun.  30”

Antirrhinum molle  


Perennial Snapdragon  10”. Hardy if very well-drained.   Velvety grey leaves, white flowers with pink buds May-Oct

Argemone grandiflora add 50p to send when ripe

Prickly Poppy. Single white 3” poppies on glaucous prickly leaves.  Hardy annual for sunny dry site, self sows  30+”

Aristolochia gigantea  - no longer offered

Spectacular foul-smelling flowers up to 12” long! covered in maroon and white netting.  Beautiful seedpods like baskets.  Tropical climber, easy if above 50oF.  15ft, but blooms young, 
Arum italicum italicum (syn A.i. 'Marmoratum') *


White-veined dark green leaves in winter. White spathes, red berries. Summer dormant.  Bigger leaves in shade, more berries in sun.  Soak seed overnight, leave outside, slow to germinate, prefers darkness, keep cool.

Astrantia major deep red form *


Dark red flowers and bracts. Sun or shade.  36”. Sow fresh, leave outside over winter, prefers dark for germination

Avena sativa 'French Black'


Black Ornamental Oats.  Shiny black seedheads, good for cutting, easy.  36"

Bukiniczia cabulica  - crop failure for 2007-

Flat rosette of beautifully mottled pink/grey/brown leaves.  Insignificant flowers.  Monocarpic, hardy, sunny, dryish.  AGS Bulletin Mar99.  Rare.

Bupleurum angulosum


Bracts like round grey-green flowers above long narrow glaucous leaves, enchanting, Hardy perennial, likes sun & dry. 8"  Needs cold to germinate.

Bupleurum griffithii 'Decor'  


Like clusters of bright gold Astrantias above green leaves.  Excellent long-lasting cut flower.  Hardy annual, self sows gently. 15"

Calamintha nepeta ‘Blue Cloud' 

Cardiocrinum cathayanum


Giant Himalayan Lily.  Up to 20 big purple-throated fragrant white lilies on stout 6ft stem. Not quite as big as C. giganteum.  6 years to flower! Protect from slugs  5ft

Clianthus puniceus AGM  - should have again soon add 50p to send when ripe

Bright red 3” flared pea-like flowers, big shiny inflated seedpods, fine leaves,  Likes sun, drainage and shelter, mulch well 10ft

Clivia miniata AGM  -no longer offered

Handsome evergreen leaves, soft orange trumpets. Great houseplant. 

Collomia grandiflora


Pale apricot flowers with blue anthers in round heads at top of stem.  Annual, self sows, 18”

Cosmos peucedanifolius  add 50p to send when ripe

NEW Perennial Cosmos.  Hardy tuberous perennial.  Big pink flowers like annual Cosmos.  Likes sun.  Sow spring, straggly 1st year.  30"

Dahlia coccinea   add 50p to send when ripe

Brilliant red-orange single Dahlia, wild species, so airy habit.  Tender, protect tuber in winter  36”

Dahlia merckii ex Alba


Hardy Dahlia. Smallish single rosy-lavender (only a few will be white) on long stems, graceful.  Likes sun and drainage.  40"

Dianthus barbatus ‘Black Adder’


Purple-black leaves, deep red-purple flowered Sweet William.  16”  Flowers 1st year

Dianthus giganteus


Slender stiff leafless grey stems topped with deep pink  flowers June-Sept.  30"

Dierama ex deep purple


Angel’s Fishing Rods. Deep blackberry-coloured flowers from silver bracts on strong- growing, upright stems  36”  Soak seed overnight

Dierama robustum 


Tall pale pink Angel’s Fishing Rods (a few milky white or deep pink).  Well-drained sunny site, not too dry in summer, mulch well 4-6ft 

Digitalis lanata


Large honey-coloured bells with fine brown veins, in dense spires.  Short-lived but easy from seed.  Sun or shade.  24" 

Elymus magellanicus add 50p to send when ripe

Very blue clump-forming grass.  Needs sun and good drainage.  15"

Epilobium angustifolium ‘Album’ add 50p to send when ripe

White Rosebay Willowherb.   Elegant white spires July-Aug, attractive seedheads, spreads slowly. Hardy, sun/light shade  5ft

Erodium gruinum 


Iranian Storksbill, or Heronsbill.  Sky blue fairly large flowers mornings only, very long attractive seedpods.  Short-lived, but self sows.  10”

Erysimum 'Blood Red'


Large deepest red flowers.  Fairly hardy, likes sun and good drainage.  24"

Erythrina crista-galli


Spectacular big red curving sexy flowers July-Aug.  Tender until old enough to be woody, then herbaceous outdoors, mulch in winter  5ft  3 seeds

Ferula communis add 50p to send when ripe

Giant Fennel.  Mound of fine leaves Feb-July.  After several years erupts into 8ft of yellow flowers.  Offsets will bloom sooner.  

Galtonia viridiflora


Pale apple-green nodding flowers, many per stem, in Aug-Sept. Fairly hardy bulb likes sun, not too dry  24”
Geranium 'Buxton's Blue' AGM  *


Last Geranium to bloom, white-centred blue flowers, likes some shade,sprawls.12"x36"

Geranium canariense


Big bold leaves from central rosette, lavender flowers on purple velvet stems in May, 36", likes sun, tender.  Self sows. Keep a few seedlings inside.

Geranium pratense 'Splish-Splash' (syn Geranium 'Striatum' )  * add 50p to send when ripe

White flowers streaked and stippled with blue.  Mostly true from seed. 30”, hardy Cranesbill Sow fresh, keep cold till germinates

Geranium pratense 'Victor Reiter Jr'  * add 50p to send when ripe

Purple-Leaved Meadow Cranesbill, blue flowers. Darkest are called 'Midnight Reiter', usually smaller.  15”-30”.  8 seeds.  Sow fresh, keep cold till germinates

Geranium traversii Elegans

Perhaps the prettiest Geranium of all.  Rounded shell-pink flowers, silvery leaves.  Borderline-hardy. likes sun, collect seed. (8-10 seeds)   

Gillenia trifoliata  AGM  *  add 50p to send when ripe

Perhaps the most beautiful of all woodland plants   36".  Starry white flowers from red calyxes.  Elegant, graceful.  Keep cold till germinates

Gladiolus flanaganii


Suicide Lily, because it grows in inaccessible places.  Bright red flowers July, half hardy bulb  18”

Helleborus x sternii Pewter form add 50p to send when ripe

Bruised purple-grey flowers and stems, pewter leaves.  Hardy evergreen perennial. Unlike other Hellebores likes sun and good drainage.  Blooms Feb-May, always handsome. Sow immediately,  now needs to have a cold period
Hieracium villosum


Very hairy grey woolly leaves.  Bright yellow dandelion-like flowers on wiry stems. Self seeds in sunny dry poor soil.  12"

Lathyrus chilensis


Long-stemmed pale pink flowers edged deeper pink, blooms July & Aug.  Vigorous perennial herbaceous climber (similar to L. latifolius). 5ft

Lathyrus niger  * add 50p to send when ripe

Shiny black seedpods. Small flowers spring. Hardy herbaceous  20”.  Nick seed keep cool till germinates  (8-10 seeds)

Lathyrus odoratus 'Black Prince’


Deep purple-black fragrant hardy annual.   Good for cutting, heat tolerant. Sow autumn in cold frame or early spring.

Lespedeza thunbergii AGM add 50p to send when ripe

Graceful arching stems of fine grey-green leaves, masses of small purple-pink pea flowers July through Sept.  Hardy, likes sun, prune hard in spring  4ft

Linaria 'Red Velvet'


Fine grey leaves, deep red flowers, some with bright orange lip.  Hardy annual, likes sun & drainage,  may self sow.  4" x 8"

Lunaria annua 'Corfu Blue’ add 50p to send when ripe

NEW, blue-purple flowers, purple-flushed stems and seedpods, lovely. Hardy biennial ? (strangely it seems to sucker and rebloom later in the year, bloomed in April, then bloomed a bit from Dec-March, then massively again the following April, very odd), easy, 36". Self sows

Lunaria rediviva  

Perennial Honesty.  Lavender flowers for several months.  Pale elliptical seedpods after.  Hardy perennial, likes shade.  40"

Lupinus variicolor


Prostrate grey-leaved Lupin 6” x 30”.  Purply-blue pea flowers May-June.  Needs sun and good drainage. Chit seed & soak overnight.

Maurandya barclayana (syn. Asarina barclayana)


Chickabiddy.  Delicate climber 8ft with flared purple snap-dragonish flowers, small heart shaped leaves

Mertensia maritima  * add 50p to send when ripe

Oyster Plant (leaves taste of oysters, honestly!).  Pale blue leaves on trailing stems.  Clear blue forgetmenot-like flowers. Needs sun & good drainage.  3” x 18”  .

Meum athamanticum *    


Fine foliage, tiny white flowers in early summer. 18“ hardy perennial, sun.  Sow fresh, grow cool

Myosotidium hortensia


Chatham Island Forgetmenot.  6” heads of bright blue flowers in May, big glossy ribbed leaves.  Cool damp shade, protect from slugs BH  24”

Nandina domestica


Sacred Bamboo or Heavenly Bamboo (only it’s not a bamboo).  Elegant evergreen shrub for sun or light shade.  Panicles of white flowers midsummer, longlasting red berries, Leaves red when young and during winter  5ft
Nectaroscordum siculum


Drooping clusters of pale pink and grey-green bells, good upright seedpods.  Easy perennial, sun or light shade, may self sow.  40”

Pandorea jasminoides

Big pale pink flowers with dark pink throats.  Tender evergreen climber.  Sow in warmth in spring.

Papaver anomalum Album



Pale blue-grey foliage, simple pure white big single flowers all summer, annual  18"

Papaver rhoeas 'Mother of Coral'


Subtle pastel coral poppies sometimes slightly double. Hardy annual, self sows, likes sun.  Sow in situ early spring. 24"

Papaver spicatum (syn. P. pilosum ssp. spicatum, syn. P. heldreichii)   


Furry leaves and stems, large pale apricot single flowers.  Sun and good drainage. 30” perennial

Pavonia missionum  


Bright soft red mallow-type flower with orange centre. Upright plant, tender but takes a little frost.  24”

Peucedanum verticillare * 


Tall handsome umbel with bluish cut leaves in distinct layers on stout 6-8ft stems.  Flat yellow flowerheads, can be monocarpic, but easy from seed.  Sow fresh, keep warm six weeks, then cold six weeks, then gradually warmer

Phaenosperma globosa add 50p to send when ripe

Arching sprays of seeds like strings of tiny beads on upright 4ft stems.  Attractive pleated leaves. Clump forming grass, sun or part shade.

Plectranthus argentatus  AGM add 50p to send when ripe

Silver velvet leaves topped with fine lacey spires of palest lavender flowers in Sept-Oct.  Tender perennial, sun or shade, 36"  

Psoralea bituminosa


Pitch Trefoil.  Slender upright plant, pretty purple clover flowers, Leaves smell of tar.  Perennial, sun & drainage 36”.

Rudbeckia occidentalis ‘Green Wizard’


Big black cones, petals reduced to a tiny frill at base.  Eye-catching long-lasting, good as cutflowers and dried.  Bees like it.  36”

Rumex flexuosa add 50p to send when ripe

Looks like fine curly brown seaweed.  Easy, hardy, may self sow  8” x 15”

Salvia patens ‘Cambridge Blue’  AGM add 50p to send when ripe

Large vivid light blue flowers.  Can grow as annual, or mulch tuber well if well-drained (watch out for slugs on young shoots in spring), or dig up & treat as dahlia.  Likes sun.  36”

Salvia macrophylla ‘Peru Blue’


Intense blue narrow flowers from long narrow pointed buds, big leaves, tender, 2-4ft.

Scabiosa 'Ace of Spades'


Large purple-black pincushion flowers with tiny white flecks.  Blooms 1st year from seed,  36” annual/short-lived perennial, borderline hardy, sun.

Scabiosa ‘Fama’


Deep blue large pincushion flowers. Blooms 1st year from seed,  short lived perennial, sun  20"  

Scabiosa triandra  


Pale lavender small scabious flowers on long thin airy stems above fine leaves all summer.  Likes sun and drainage  36”

Schizanthus porrigens


Wild collected in Chile.  A froth of prettily marked white flowers for months. Fine leaves.  Easy annual.  Collect your own seed. 30”.  Fresh seed available 

Scutellaria maekawae   


Purple-blue and white Salvia-like flowers on 8” stems above scalloped, crinkled leaves purplish below.  Likes shade

Senecio polyodon


Masses of bright purple small daisies above narrow shiny leaves mid to late summer.  Sun, easy, 15"                     

Sisyrinchium palmifolium


Like a little yellow sisyrinchium on 18” stems above 15” leaves.  Hardy, likes sun & drainage.

Smyrnium perfoliatum * add 50p to send when ripe

Bright yellow-green leaves surround flowering stems, tiny yellow flowers, Sun or light shade    24”. Hardy biennial, self sows.  Good cut flower. Ready now, sow immediately, willl probably germinate next spring.  Only above ground for 6 weeks, don’t despair, will come back up the next year and the next until it is big enough to bloom.

Stachys coccinea 'Hidalgo'


The 7-Up Plant.  Furry grey foliage smells of 7-Up!  Salvia-like bright coral flowers June-Oct.  Likes sun & drainage, probably tender.

Stipa barbata!


Most beautiful of grasses when in flower, 2ft long slender feathery silver pennants float on the breeze.  Needs sun and drainage  36”.  Almost never available.

Thalictrum aquilegifolium ‘Album’ *


Cloud of tiny white flowers in June amid delicate ferny foliage 4 ft, likes good soil, sun or shade.  Hardy herbaceous  3-4ft

Thalictrum delavayi ‘Album’ (syn T. dipterocarpum ‘Album’) * add 50p to send when ripe

Cloud of tiny white flowers in July amid delicate ferny foliage 5 ft, likes good soil, sun or shade.  Hardy herbaceous

Tithonia rotundifolia  (now have Tithonia Red Torch same except only 4ft tall)
Brilliant red-orange 3” daisies on sturdy 6ft plants. Annual, likes sun.

Tropaeolum peregrinum


Canary Creeper.  Bright yellow fringed flowers on lobed leaves.  Easy annual climber, likes sun, 8ft
