Plants for Dry Shade 
One of the most challenging places for a gardener to plant is under Maples, Dogwood and other Trees that have many surface roots.  Following are a list of plants (or groups of plants) that will be happy under these tough conditions provided they are watered the first year. Some would bloom better if put toward the sunny edge of the dry shade. 
Aconitum - Monkshood
Aegopodium – Ground Elder
Ajuga
Alchemilla - Lady's Mantle
Alliums ?
Anemone (Japanese)
Aquilegia
Arum italicum
Aster divaricatus
Berberis
Bergenia
Brunnera 
Campanula portenschlagiana 
Campanula poscharskyana 
Ceratostigma plumbaginoides
Chiastophyllum oppositifolium
Choisya

Chrysogonum virginiana 
Convallaria 

Cyclamen
Danae racemosa  *
Dicentra spectablis
Digitalis
Dryopteris ferns 
Epimediums   *
Eucomis
Euonymous
Eupatorium 
Euphorbia some
Galium odoratum  Sweet Woodruff  *
Geraniums – many perennial Geraniums
    - especially running ones
Hedera helix - Ivy
Helleborus
Hemerocallis – Daylilies, fewer flowers
Hesperis matronalis
Heuchera (not very dry)
Heucherella

Hosta
Hyacinthinoides (bluebell)
Iris tectorum
Kniphofia
Lamiastrum 

Lamium
Lithospermum buglossoides
Liriope 
Lonicera, shrubby or climbing
Lunaria 
Luzula
Melissa 
Omphalodes 

Ophiopogon 
Ornithogalum pyrenacium  

     (Bath Asparagus) 

Pachysandra.
Peucedanum ‘Daphnis’

Phlox divaricata 
Podophyllum 
Polygonum 
Polygonatum 

Polystichum ferns
Primula veris & vulgaris
Pulmonaria 
Ruscus aculeatus  *
Sanguinaria 
Sarcococca 
Saruma henryi
Silene fimbriata  
Stephanandra 
Stipa arundinacea

Symphytum
Tellima
Thalictrum
Tiarella
Veronica 'Georgia Blue'
Viola labradorica 
Waldsteinia

